We describe the development of the LHAPDF library from its initial implementation following the Les Houches meeting in 2001 to its present state as a functional replacement for PDFLIB. Brief details are given of how to install and use the library together with the PDF sets available. We also describe LHAGLUE, an add-on PDFLIB look-a-like interface to LHAPDF, which facilitates using LHAPDF with existing Monte Carlo generators such as PYTHIA and HERWIG.
LHAPDF -Development during the Workshop
In its initial incarnation (Version 1), LHAPDF had two important features which distinguished it from the methods used by PDFLIB in handling PDFs.
Firstly the PDFs are defined by the analytical formulae used in the original fitting procedures, with external files of parameters, which describe the momentum x distributions of the partons at the relevant Q 2 0 . Evolution codes within LHAPDF then produce the PDF at any desired Q 2 at the users request. At present LHAPDF provides access to two evolution codes, EVLCTEQ for the CTEQ distributions and QCDNUM 16.12 [3] for the other PDF sets. This represents a radical difference from the existing methods used by the PDF authors to present their distributions where large grid files and interpolation routines are the norm. In PDFLIB these interpolation codes and grids are essentially compiled into a single FORTRAN library. The advantage of the LHAPDF method is that the compiled code is separate from the parameter files, which are typically small. Thus to add new PDF sets does not necessarily need the code to be recompiled and the library rebuilt.
Secondly, the concept is introduced of a "set" being a related collection of PDFs (e.g. an error set) all of which are accessible to the program after initialisation of that set. This allows LHAPDF to handle the multi-set "error" PDFs produced in recent years which give predicted uncertainties to the PDF values. All the PDFs in a set are initialised together and are therefore available to the user. V1 was written by Walter Giele of Fermilab who in 2002 released a working version which could be downloaded from a web-site together with the parameter files for a limited number of PDF sets. There was also a manual and example files. One of the present authors MRW became involved and took over maintenance and development of LHAPDF in March 2003. The limitations of the idealised situation in V1 with respect to making LHAPDF a replacement tool for PDFLIB soon became apparent.
The primary problem was that V1 contained only a limited number of PDF sets and, since the method was reliant on the x parameterisations at Q 2 0 being available, it would be virtually impossible to include many of the older sets which are still needed for comparisons. A second and serious problem is the compute time taken in the initialisation phase of the individual members of a PDF set (i.e. calling the routine InitPDF described later). This can take in the region of 2 seconds per call on a 1GHz machine and is therefore unacceptable in the situation of a program which makes repeated use of the different members. 1 A solution introduced in LHAPDF Version 2, which helps to solve the above problems, was to include the option to make the original grid files and interpolation codes available in LHAPDF in addition to the V1 method of parameter files and "on-the-fly" evolution. For some PDF sets both methods would be available and for others only the latter. The operation of the program was made identical for both methods with the content of the input file (with extension ".LHpdf" for the former and ".LHgrid" for the latter) dictating which is used. Not only does this allow all the older PDF sets to be included but also there is no time penalty in changing between members of the same set since all are loaded in the initialisation phase. LHAPDF V2 was released in March 2004 including many of the older PDF sets as well as some new ones.
LHAPDF Version 3 was released in September 2004 and, as well incorporating more older and some new PDF sets (e.g. ZEUS and H1), it also included the code for LHAGLUE, a newly developing add-on interface to LHAPDF which provides PDFLIB look-alike access. In addition to having subroutine calls identical to those in PDFLIB it also incorporates a PDF numbering scheme to simplify usage. It should be noted however that, because of the greatly increased number of new PDF sets, it was not possible to follow the original numbering scheme of PDFLIB and a new one was devised. This is described in more detail in Section 1.5.
The major feature of Version 4, which was released in March 2005, was the incorporation of the photon and pion PDFs. All the photon and pion PDFs that were implemented in PDFLIB were put into LHAPDF using identical code and using the ".LHgrid" method. The LHAGLUE numbering scheme in these cases more closely resembles that of PDFLIB than it does for the protons.
In addition in V4 there were new proton PDFs (MRST2004 and an updated Alekhin's a02m), a new simpler file structure with all the source files being in a single "src" directory, some code changes to incorporate access to Λ QCD 4/5 and a more rigorous implementation of the α s evolution as being exactly that used by the PDF author.
All the LHAPDF and LHAGLUE data and code, in addition to being made available on the new web site (http://hepforge.cedar.ac.uk/lhapdf/), is also included in the GENSER subproject of the LHC Computing Grid.
LHAPDF -Development after the Workshop
Since the last HERA-LHC meeting there has been one minor release of LHAPDF (Version 4.1 in August 2005). In this version the installation method has changed to be more standard with the "configure; make; make install" sequence familiar to many and also a small amount of code has been altered to be more compliant with proprietary FORTRAN 95 compilers. As mentioned in the previous section the web site for public access to LHAPDF from which the source code can be obtained has changed. Since this is the current and most recent version we assume V4.1 in the following referring to earlier versions where necessary.
Using LHAPDF
Once the code and PDF data sets have been downloaded from the relevant web site and installed following the instructions given therein, using LHAPDF is simply a matter of linking the compiled FORTRAN library libLHAPDF.a to the users program. Table 1 lists the LHAPDF routines available to the user, which are of three types:
• Initialisation (selecting the required PDF set and its member) • Evolution (producing the momentum density functions (f) for the partons at selected x and Q) • Information (displaying for example α s , descriptions, etc.)
Initialises the PDF set to use. call InitPDF(member ) Selects the member from the above PDF set. call evolvePDF(x,Q,f )
Returns the momentum density function, f(x, Q), for protons or pions. call evolvePDFp(x,Q,P2,ip2,f ) Returns the momentum density function for photons. 2 . call numberPDF(num )
Returns the number (num) of PDF members in the set. call GetDesc( ) Prints a description of the PDF set.
alphasPDF(Q )
Function giving the value of α s at Q GeV. call GetLam4(mem,qcdl4 )
Returns the value of Λ QCD 4
for the specific member. call GetLam5(mem,qcdl5 )
Returns the value of Λ QCD 5
for the specific member. call GetOrderPDF(order )
Returns the order of the PDF evolution. call GetOrderAs(order )
Returns the order of the evolution of α s . call GetRenFac(muf )
Returns the renormalisation factor. call GetQmass(nf,mass )
Returns the mass of the parton of flavour nf. call GetThreshold(nf,Q )
Returns the threshold value for parton of flavour nf. call GetNf(nfmax )
Returns the number of flavours. The evolution commands utilise a double precision array f(-6:6) where the arguments range from -6 to +6 for the different (anti)partons as shown in Table 2 Specifying the location of the PDF sets in the code should be especially mentioned at this point. The argument (name) in InitPDFset should specify the complete path (or at least to a symbolic link to this path). From version 4.1 onwards, however, a new routine InitPDFsetByName can be used in which only the name of the PDF set need by specified. This works in conjunction with the script "lhapdf-config" which is generated at the configure stage of the installation which provides the correct path to the PDF sets. The location of this script must therefore be in the users execution path. Tables 3 and 4 list the complete range of PDF set available. The equivalent numbers to use in LHAGLUE, as described in the next section, are also listed in these tables.
Ref Prefix
Suffix (# of sets) type LHAGLUE numbers Proton PDFs [4] alekhin 100 (100), 1000 (1000) p 40100-200, 41000-1999 [5] a02m lo (17) , nlo (17) , nnlo (17) 
LHAGLUE
The LHAGLUE interface [21] to LHAPDF is designed along the lines of the existing interface from PYTHIA to PDFLIB. 3 . For both HERWIG and PYTHIA the existing 'hooks' for PDFLIB have been utilised for the LHAGLUE interface. This makes it possible to link it exactly like PDFLIB with no further changes to PYTHIA's or HERWIG's source code needing to be implemented.
The interface contains three subroutines (similar to PDFLIB) and can be used seamlessly by Monte Carlo generators interfaced to PDFLIB or in standalone mode. These are described in addition any of the LHAPDF routines, except the initialisation routines InitPDFset and InitPDF, described in Table 1 , can also be used, for example to return the value of the strong coupling constant α s (alphasPDF(Q)), or to print the file description (call GetDesc()).
There are also several CONTROL switches specified through the 20 element character array LHA-PARM and COMMON blocks which determine how the interface operates.
• Location of the LHAPDF library of PDFs (pathname):
From version LHAPDF v4.1 onwards, and the LHAGLUE routines distributed with it, the location of the PDFsets data files is set automatically using the "lhapdf-config" script as described in the previous section, provided that the prescribed installation instructions have been used. For previous versions (4.0 and earlier) the common block COMMON/LHAPDFC/LHAPATH is used where LHAPATH is a character*132 variable containing the full path to the PDF sets. The default path is subdir 'PDFsets' of the current directory.
• • Double Precision values of Λ • Standalone mode PARM(1)= 'DEFAULT' VALUE(1) = "PDF number"
• PYTHIA mode PARM ( • HERWIG mode PARM(1) = 'HWLHAPDF'← set by the user. In this case one sets for the beam and target particles separately AUTPDF(1) = 'HWLHAPDF' AUTPDF(2) = 'HWLHAPDF' MODPDF(1) = "PDF number" MODPDF(2) = "PDF number" Note that HERWIG specifies the"PDF number" for each of the colliding particles separately and care should be taken that the same PDF members are used when appropriate.
The user then simply links their own standalone code, or the HERWIG/PYTHIA main program and the HERWIG/PYTHIA code 4 , with the LHAPDF library libLHAPDF.a making sure the 'PDFsets' directory is specified as described above.
The LHAGLUE interface has been tested extensively at TEVATRON and LHC energies for the proton PDFs and with HERA examples for the photon PDFs. Results with new and legacy PDF sets, using LHAPDF, PDFLIB or internal implementations in the Monte Carlo generators, and comparing cross sections produced with PYTHIA and HERWIG, give us confidence in the consistency of the LHAGLUE interface and the underlying LHAPDF library [22] .
Summary and Future Development
Both LHAPDF and the interface LHAGLUE have been developed over the period of the Workshop to a point where they can now be used as a serious replacement for PDFLIB. Indeed, except for the PDF authors' own code, they are the only place to obtain the latest PDFs. There is however still considerable development in progress and the latest PDF sets will be incorporated as and when they become available. One major development area is to include the possibility of having more than one PDF set initialised concurrently. This may be necessary in interactions between different beam and target particles types and also including photon and pion PDFs. This will be the aim of the next LHAPDF release.
